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postles Brian Mclndoo and

Duane Ely traveled toAfrica

on January 7th. They first
went to Ethiopia where they ap-
plied for their ResidentID cards. The
Ethiopian government requires
missionaries to have both a Work
Permit and a Resident ID card. On a
previous trip they were able to ob-
tain new Work Permits. Because of
some complications with their gov-
ernment, they were not ableto suc-
cessfully complete this application
process for the required resident
cards.

They next traveled to Uganda.
Priest James Muburiis the leader of
Uganda’s one congregation. He had
previously baptized fourteen new
members into the Church of Christ.
Ontheir visit Brothers Mcindoo and
Ely were able to conduct a confir-
mation service for the new mem-
bers and have a preaching service.

They next traveled to Kenya,
where a Resident ID card and Work
Permit are also required. They pre-

viously had obtained a new Work
Permit, but again there were com-
plications,and they were not able to
complete the application process
for the Resident ID cards. It used to
be much easier to travel to Africa,
but today there are many new re-
quirements which are extremely
difficult to accomplish.

In Kenya they held a priest-
hood meeting which gave an oppor-
tunity to discuss what is needed to
improve the work among our mis-
sion leaders andthe people. Several
regional preaching services took
placewhere members from several
congregations gathered into one lo-
cation for services. One of these
services was held in Mochengo.
This is where another church had
gone there and tried to lead the
members away from the truth of Je-
sus Christ. This church had been
successful in taking some members
from our Church, but many of those
that left have returned to the
Church of Christ. There is currently

alarge group of members there and
they remain strong spiritually. We
were able to encourage them to re-
main faithful.

They next traveled to Tanzania
where they had a priesthood meet-
ing and two regional preaching ser-
vices.

During this trip they were able
to provide medical aid for some
members, provide funds to repair
the two vehicles and purchase 350
mosquito nets for members in
Kenya. Because of the heavy rain
the mosquitos have infected mem-
bers with Malaria. In Tanzania they
were able to provide funds to com-
plete the church building at Saro.

They were encouraged that all
of the services were well attended,
and the members were remaining
faithful to the Church of Christ.
There were a number of choirs that
provided many specials for the con-
gregations and missionaries to en-
joy.

Council of Apostles |
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hen you look around
at world and national
events, do they con-

cernyou? I mean, youdon’t have
to be Nostradamus to look at the
world and just have some con-
cerns and wonder what’s on the
horizon. | think that it’s reason-
able to think that we’re headed

avariety of ways. Some are plan-
ners. Perhaps they buy a stock-
pile of guns and ammunition, a
pantry full of food, or even go to
abunkerinthe wilderness to sur-
vive. Truly what they’re doing is
trusting in the arm of flesh. It’s
no different than when COVID
first came. In 2020, COVID justi-

...What’s going to happen if the economy
collapses, or what if | lose my job or my
house, or what if | lose my retirement;
what if | lose my insurance?

for a season of difficulty, a season
of judgment, a season of discom-
fort, physically or financially.
When we look at the horizon we
see an approaching storm. | ac-
tually don’t believe it’s the end of
the world, but it feels like a storm
is brewing on the horizon.

What | want to talk about is
fear. The bad kind of fear.
There’s a good kind of fear and
there’s a bad kind of fear. | don’t
want to talk about the good kind,
but the bad kind. The kind that
says: what’s going to happen if
the economy collapses, or what
if | lose my job or my house, or
what if | lose my retirement;
what if | lose my insurance?

In looking at these things, |
am reminded of the people that
gave us the scriptures. These
people experienced the bless-
ings of God. They had no health
insurance, no retirement. They
had God. It is good to remind
myself of this occasionally.

In general, people seeing
the chaosinthe world respondin

fiably scared people. Most peo-
ple believed whatever Dr. Fauci
or the people in charge said as if
it was gospel. The things we
know now are completely differ-
ent. | can’t help but think we
were trustingin the arm of flesh.
Other people, when they’re
looking at a storm approaching
on the horizon, want to bury
their heads in the sand. It’s too
scary to think about anything, so
they just aren’t going to. They
will distract themselves with
work, focusing on their job so
there’s no time to think about
other things. They might distract
themselves with entertainment:
TV, surfing the internet, scrolling
social media for hours. It’s sim-
ply an attempt to occupy their
mind so they don’t have to think
about scary things. Some might
turn to alcohol or drugs to numb
their minds so they can’t think at
all. All of these people are look-
ing at the horizon and wanting to
give up. They become depressed
and have no hope for the future.

They’re afraid to live life. | don’t
want any of us to do any of those
things, but we need to be aware
of them and guard against all.

So, what is the answer?

Read and remember the
first epistle of Peter. In 1 Peter
he’s writing a letter to groups of
scattered people in a lot of dif-
ferent places —strangers and pil-
grims. They were living in a
world hostile to Jesus Christ.
They were being punished,
hunted, and persecuted. We can
see the correlation today when
we feel like the world is hostile to
Jesus Christ.

But this is what he had to
say, starting in verse 3,

“Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begot-
ten us again unto a lively
hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4)
To an inheritance incorrupt-
ible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you, 5) Who are
kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the
last time. 6)Wherein ye
greatly rejoice, though now
foraseason, if need be, ye are
in heaviness through mani-
fold temptations.”

So here are peoplelivingina
hostile world. Hostile to their be-
liefs and way of life. Yet he’s tell-
ing them to have hope because
of the resurrection. You have a
reservation in Heaven. There’s a
room waiting for you, a place
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that God has set aside for you
and for me. Throughout history
there have been seasons of diffi-
culty. Times when things have
been uncomfortable. You can
still rejoice because of the resur-
rection of Jesus. Verses 7-9:

“That the trial of your faith,
being much more precious
than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ:
Whom having not seen, ye
love; in whom, though now ye
see him not, yet believing, ye
rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory: Receiving
the end of your faith, even the
salvation of your souls.”

Continuing in this letter, in

the third chapter, Peter tells us:

“8) Finally, be ye all of one
mind, having compassion one
of another, love as brethren,
be pitiful, be courteous.”

He’s saying stick together.

We need each other. We need
each other’s strength. We need
each other’s encouragement.

We need each other’s support.
Especially in times like this it’s
even more important to be get-
ting together as often as possi-
ble, to be there for each other, to
be aware of what’s going on in
people’s lives so you can pray for
them, to have an encouraging
word and to share your burdens
with others.

“9) Not rendering evil for
evil, or railing for railing: but
contrariwise blessing; know-
ing that ye are thereunto

called, that ye should inherit
a blessing.”

It’s not really hard to get in-
volved in an online argument,
but that’s not us. We're not
called to answer every accusa-
tion. We’re not called to re-
spond to every insult. We're
supposed to respond with
blessing.

“10) For he that will love
life, and see good days, let
him refrain his tongue from
evil, and his lips that they
speak no guile: 11) Let him es-
chew evil, and do good; let
him seek peace, and ensue
it."

Eschew is not a word used a
whole lot but it simply means to
flee from, to avoid it. We know
what evil is. We can recognize it.
Ourjobistoavoiditand dogood.

“12) For the eyes of the
Lord are over the righteous,
and his ears are open unto
their prayers: but the face of
the Lord is against them that
do evil.”

What a tremendous prom-
ise that we are always in God’s
eyes, that God’s eyes are on us.
He sees you, and He sees me, in
every condition, in every place,
in every situation. He sees us
and He knows exactly what
we’re going through. He hears
our prayers.

Continuing on
13-14:

“And who is he that will
harm you, if ye be followers of
that which is good? But and if
ye suffer for righteousness’
sake, happy are ye: and be

in verses

not afraid of their terror, nei-
ther be troubled.”

| really want to focus on the
phrase, “be not afraid of their
terror, neither be troubled.”
What Peter’s doing here is quot-
ing Isaiah. lIsaiah in the eighth
chapter and twelvth verse says
the same thing. He says, essen-
tially, do not fear what they fear.
What were Isaiah’s days like? He
was prophesying to a Jerusalem
that was wicked, that was about
to be conquered by the Babylo-
nians. They are surrounded,
they’re worried, they’re thinking
of making an alliance with other
countries to give them protec-
tion, and God is telling them
through Isaiah not to do that and
not to be afraid of what every-
one else is afraid of.

This is the first point | want
to make. If you don’t get any-
thing else out of this article, he’s
telling us what kind of people to
be. We are to be a people of
hope that are living in a culture
of fear. It’s powerfully attractive
when we have hope and we're
surrounded by people that are
fearful.

Fearisafunnything. Doyou
remember masks? Everybody
had to wear them; everywhere!
We now know there was no rea-
son for it, yet some people still
doit. People wore them walking
down the street, outside, oreven
driving their cars, by themselves.
It was a created culture of fear
that still exists. It has changed a
little, but directed elsewhere in
many instances. For example,
safe spaces in colleges —because



students are afraid of having
their feelings hurt. Everything
seems to be driven by fear and it
seems to be addictive, and it be-
comes a habit. Anxiety is a habit.
It’s something that we learn and
we repeat over and over again.
Just like an alcoholic. When

death. God is the one who
makes us male or female. God is
the one who told us what mar-
riage is and who it’s for. If you
look at all of the big social issues
that are taking place in the world
right now, society is trying to as-
sume the role of God. Society

When | look at the world and the difficulties
that | see coming, what | see is opportunities
to share our hope, because | think that’s
what we were created for.

they’'re stressed, they need a
drink to ease their anxiety. Un-
less they have an underlying
health issue, the people that are
still wearing masks today do it
because the mask alleviates
their anxiety. It’s to alleviate an
emotional pain. It's exactly the
same thing as people that smoke
cigarettes when they get
stressed to calm their nerves.
This is the culture that we live in.
But we need to be a people of
hope, even if we live in a culture
of fear.

That begs the question.
Why are so many people who
claim to be Christians so fearful?
Have you ever thought about
that? There are people who
say,Yes, | believe in God, | believe
in Jesus, but I’'m scared, I’'m fear-
ful. | believe this is because the
same things that have perme-
ated our society have also been
able to penetrate the Church.

We know that God brings
about and determines both the
beginning of life and physical

wants to determine the begin-
ning of life, deciding which ba-
bies get to live and which ones
don’t. Society wants to deter-
mine what gender people are
and to suggest that people can
change their gender. Society
wants to say what marriage is
and who can have it. It’s society
that wants to determine the
time and circumstances of
death. The same thing hap-
pened in the Garden of Eden
with Adam and Eve. The tempta-
tion that Satan used was to be
like God. It did not go well.

It’s tempting to look at all
this and think, well, that’s the
world, not us. But in some ways
itis us. It does apply. The same
pride of wanting to be in control.
Our comfort. Our feelings.
Those are the things that pre-
vent us from doing what the Lord
commands us to do. It’s pride if
you’re afraid to bear a testimony
or pray out loud in church. Your
personal feelings are more im-
portant than doing what God has

asked. It’s pride if you’re at work
or in your social circle and you're
too afraid to share your faith be-
cause you might be rejected or
made fun of. It’s pride if you're
afraid to tithe because then
there might not be enough
money left for the things you
want orsometimes need. It'sthe
way that the culture has influ-
enced us and touched us. Al-
though none of this is new, it
seems to have been magnified
100% in the last few years.

That brings me to the sec-
ond pointthat | really want to get
across. When it comes to these
things about doing the Lord’s
commandments — do what you
fear. Mark Twain said that if you
do the thing you fear the most,
the death of fear is certain. For
me, years ago when | began my
career as a firefighter, | had to
learn how to rappel, to get on a
rope and jump off a building or a
cliff or somethingin order to res-
cue people. To be honest, the
first time is kind of nerve-wrack-
ing. But you know what? Now
it’s boring. It is boring because
I’ve done it so much that the fear
is gone. The only time there’s
any enjoyment to it is if I'm
teaching somebody else how to
overcome that fear.

Thisisan example of a physi-
cal thing. But when we do the
thing we fear, we take away the
power of fear. | know that
sounds easy. It’s not. | know that
inside our minds fear is overpow-
ering, telling us we physically
can’t. But | want to make you
aware of something. It's a fact of
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life that we decide what is over-
powering. We are the ones who
choose what will be overpower-
ing to us because there’s nothing
inscripture that saysthere’s any-
thing of this life that we’re sup-
posed to fear. In fact, it’s the
exact opposite.

God has given us.

So, that brings up the next
question. How do we do what
we fear? The answer is found by
going backto 1 Peter, chapter 3.

“14) But and if ye suffer for

righteousness’ sake, happy
are ye: and be not afraid of

...If we’re living our life doing the things
that we’re commanded to do we have
absolutely nothing to fear.

“Wherefore, my beloved,
as ye have always obeyed,
not as in my presence only,
but now much more in my ab-
sence, work out your own sal-
vation with fear and trem-
bling. For it is God which
worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good plea-
sure” Philippians 2:12-13.

We forget sometimes that
when God gives us a command-
ment, He also gives us the ability
to do it because He is the one
that’s working in us to accom-
plishit. When we say we can’tdo
it, we're really saying God can’t
do it. Do what you fear and the
fear goes away. Fear deprives us
of a full rich life because we’re
worried about things. It pre-
vents us from doing things that
we might enjoy. It prevents us
from receiving blessings God has
for us, all because of fear. In 2
Timothy, chapter 1, it tells us
that God didn’t give us the spirit
of fear, but of power and of love
and a sound mind. That’s what

8

their terror, neither be trou-
bled; but sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts.”

Sanctify. Not a word we use
a whole lot when we’re talking
about things that we do. Every
time we have a sacrament ser-
vice we pray to God that He
would sanctify the emblems and
make them holy. But here Peter
is telling us to sanctify the Lord
God. How do we make God holy?
He already is. What we do when
we sanctify the Lord is to make
Him the Lord in our life. To make
Him the boss. The root of fear is
when we try to be in control of
everything. The things we can-
not control are what cause us to
fear, but when Christ is the Lord
of our life we have a reason for
confidence.

Let me expound on that a
bit. The Lord of your life. What
does that mean? That means
that everything that’s happened
toyou, good and bad, was known
by God before time began. Lifeis
full of surprises for us. We have

unexpected twists that come up.
Nothingisasurprise to God. God
works through all the things that
happen in our life. Whatever
happened in our past, whatever
is going to happen in our future,
God works through these things
to shape us. Romans, chapter 8,
tells us that all things work to-
gether for good for them that
love God. Thisis what it’s talking
about, all of these things. Good
things. Bad things. Scary things.
Making God the Lord of our lives
means giving Him control, allow-
ing Him to work in us to change
what needs to be changed in us.
He often does this by making us
uncomfortable, but it’s for our
spiritual benefit. It also means
trusting Him with our future.
“Therefore | say unto you,
Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat, or what ye
shall drink; nor yet for your
body, what ye shall put on. Is
not the life more than meat,
and the body than raiment?
Behold the fowls of the air: for
they sow not, neither do they
reap, nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father
feedeth them. Are ye not
much better than they?
Which of you by taking
thought can add one cubit
unto his stature? And why
take ye thought for raiment?
Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they toil not,
neither do they spin: And yet |
say unto you, That even Solo-
mon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these.
Wherefore, if God so clothe



the grass of the field, which to
day is, and to morrow is cast
into the oven, shall he not
much more clothe you, O ye
of little faith? Therefore take
no thought, saying, What
shall we eat? or, What shall
we drink? or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed? (For af-

Making God the Lord of your
life also means that He is in com-
plete control of the timing, the
circumstances, the situation of
our death and its outcome. Inre-
ality, what’s the outcome of our
death if we believe in God and
have kept His commandments?
It’s simply a transition into some-

has a purpose.

The storm that’s on the horizon,
this season of difficulty and discomfort,

ter all these things do the
Gentiles seek:) for your heav-
enly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things.
But seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteous-
ness; and all these things
shall be added unto you”
Matthew 6:25-33.

Making God the Lord of your
life means trusting Him. That re-
minds me of the Exodus. Over a
million people left Egypt. God
provided food, water, and cloth-
ing that didn’t wear out. All their
needs were met. How did they
respond? They wanted to return
to Egypt, completely disregard-
ing the fact that they were being
abused as slaves there. | think
that’s kind of where we are
sometimes. We become a slave
to fear and we hold on to it be-
cause it’'s what we know. God is
trying remove us from this cul-
ture of fear. He has the prom-
ised land for us and spiritually
will provide everything we need.
We only need to trust Him.

thing that’s wonderful. But if
He’s in control of the exact mo-
ment of our death, how should
we live our life? Therealityisit’s
almost like we’reimmortal in the
sense that until God says we’ve
done what we were supposed to
do in this life, He’s going to keep
us on this earth. No matter what
we may face,aslongaswehavea
purpose on this earth, God will
preserve our life.

| don’t want anyone to take
this to the extreme and say God
must have a purpose for me so
therefore I'm going to go 90
miles an hour the wrong way on
the interstate. No, that’s foolish.
You know, that’s like when Satan
was tempting Christ and he was
telling Him to jump off the top of
the temple, that the angels
would save Him; and Christ said,
don’t tempt the Lord. But if
we’re living our life doing the
things that we’re commanded to
do we have absolutely nothing to
fear. That’s what having God as
the Lord of our life means. It

means He’s in control.

| want to go back to Peter
one moretime. Backinchapter3
of 1 Peter, the 15th verse:

“But sanctify the Lord God
in your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear.”

Once again, this is an oppor-
tunity because we are to be a
people of hope even if we're liv-
ing in a culture of fear.

| started off talking about
looking on the horizon and see-
ing the storm. There is another
prophecy that applies.

“For the kingdom of the
devil must shake, and they
which belong to it must needs
be stirred up unto repen-
tance, or the devil will grasp
them with his everlasting
chains, and they be stirred up
to anger and perish” 2 Nephi
12:23.

The stormthat’s onthe hori-
zon, this season of difficulty and
discomfort, has a purpose. In
the midst of it we have a respon-
sibility to be there to share our
hope because when the judg-
ment comes and people are bro-
ken, we have to be there to help
pick up the pieces. We have to
hold forth the truth. We have to
look for opportunities to help
people have hope. That’s our
role. We have to be in the midst
of this difficulty sowe canshine a
light, share the reasons of our
hope. When | look at the world
and the difficulties that | see
coming, what | see is opportuni-

9



ties to share our hope, because |
think that’s what we were cre-
ated for. That’s what we are liv-
ing in this time for. This is our
time and He’s given us this great
opportunity.

| want to turn over to Mat-

thew one more time, in the 7th
chapter, right there at the end of
the Sermon on the Mount,
verses 24-27:

“Therefore whosoever
heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, | will
liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a
rock: And the rain descended,
and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon
that house; and it fell not: for
it was founded upon a rock.
And every one that heareth
these sayings of mine, and
doeth them not, shall be lik-
ened unto a foolish man,
which built his house upon
the sand: And the rain de-
scended, and the floods
came, and the winds blew,

upon that rock.

and beat upon that house;
and it fell: and great was the
fall of it.”

This storm on the horizon, it
shouldn’t surprise any of us. Je-
sus is telling us that when we
hear the things that we’re sup-
posed to do and we do them, we
have nothing to fear from the
storm because He will keep our
house because it’s built upon
that rock. Again, | firmly believe
it’s a season of difficulty. It’s not
the end of the world. The world
may look completely different
afterwards, but that’s okay. Re-
member the three things that |
really wanttoimpress uponyou.

B We're supposed to be a
people of hope, living in a
culture of fear.

B When it comes to keeping the
commandments of God, do
what you fear.

B This is a season of difficulty.

| want us to look at it like
that. There are different seasons

inour life and some are more dif-
ficult than others. But this is a
season. | don’t know how long it
might last. But to those that are
younger, what | want for them to
recognize is that this is a season.
| want them to learn a skill, a
trade, a job skill that they can
learnand use. | want themto get
married. | want them to have
nine kids because this is simply a
season the world has to go
through in judgment.

There are still a lot of things
thatthe Lord hasfor ustoaccom-
plishinthe future. And I’'m confi-
dent that when we can truly
make him the Lord of our life,
when we can live a life that is
completely without fear because
of His working in our hearts, that
we will actually have the joy that
He wants us to have in the midst
ofitall. And we’re goingtoseeiit
affect the people around us, and
have opportunities to share and
see people that come to Jesus in
ways that we never thought pos-
sible. [ ]




0 most people, religious ac-
tivity is the belonging to a
church, attending church
services and participating in
church activities. It presupposes

Let Your Light Shine

Elder Alvin Harris

tions by the member. These can
vary and be very specific for each
individual member of a church.
Sometime during October
2023 | had a dream which was

to the world.

We need to remember that our primary
mission is to preach repentance and baptism

that a church member believes
the gospel taught by the church,
that it is God’s gospel as taught
by Jesus Christ and that the
member keeps God’s command-
ments.

The above statement is true
as a general statement or defini-
tion of religious activity. How-
ever, the carrying out of these
activities involves specific, per-
sonal and sometimes private ac-

about a sermon that | was to
preach. Over the period of the
next few weeks it was revealed
to me the content of the subject
matter fromthat dream. I subse-
quently preached the sermon
and was asked to relate the sub-
ject matter of that sermonin this
article.

| will present three areas of
activity that are very important
and for which we as Christians

and members of the Church of
Christ may be falling short of the
bar thatJesus has set forusinour
mission for Jesus. We need tore-
member that our primary mis-
sion is to preach repentance and
baptism to the world. Matthew
28:18-20.

This is not to say that our
members are sinful, or partici-
pating in things that are wrong,
orthat we are notacting as Chris-
tians. | am not being accusatory,
but only expressing what was im-
pressed to me. We could be
more proactive in reaching for a
higher level of religious life or
righteousness.

he first item related to me
was about recruitment or
seeking out new converts
to Jesus’ gospel. We as church
members all attend church ser-

11



vices, church outings, bake sales,
youth programs, fund raisers,
etc.

However, for the most part
these activities are among the
believers as members so that we
are preaching to the choir.

grand opportunity. How many of
us miss such opportunities like
that every day?

Do we engage our neighbor
over the backfence? Do we offer
our mower or a tool or do some-
thing for aneighbor when heisin

How do we approach visitors and what do
we do that is positive to encourage a return

visit?

Where is our outside activ-
ity? We occasionally participate
in @ community blood drive, or
garage sale, or dinners for
fundraisers, but these again are
largely participated in by our
members. Where is our out-
reach to any nonmembers that
attend? How do we approach
visitorsand what do we do that is
positive to encourage a return
visit? Do we follow up? We miss
opportunities in these cases to
recruit people as we socialize
with them.

A personal example where |
fell short happened in a restau-
rant as | was enjoying a family
meal.

A man approached ourtable
and said, “I noticed you ask a
prayer over your meal.” He went
ontothankusandtell us howim-
portant that was, then left.

| thanked him for his kind
words, but did | try to engage
him? No, | didn’t. | could have
asked his name, asked him to
joinus, orinvited him to sit down
with us and have a cup of coffee.
Did I1? No, | didn’t. | missed a
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need? Or invite someone to our
backyard barbeque? Do you
ever invite a non-member to
church with you or bring him to
our potluck? We could set aside
a visitors Sunday and invite a
co-worker or friend. There are
many things we could do, and we
often don't.

he second item | was im-

pressed with is recovery.

By recovery | mean those
that once attended our church
but now don’t or have left for an-
other church.

Today in our environment
all churches are subjected to the
disease of the church hopper. |
know of a person that has be-
longed to four different
churches in the past year. Why?
When encountering such a per-
son we need to engage them and
find out the real reason they
aren’t satisfied with our church.
Theusualresponseis, | didn’t like
the pastor, or, | don’t believe
such and such. These are all
what | call cop-outs. The real
reason is usually something very

different and may even be some-
thing serious. But you must find
out why they left before you can
bring them back.

Our church has many fami-
lies that have a member that has
wandered. We need to get them
back! Anytime a member leaves
our church and joins any other
church they are moving into the
world of sin.

One example of this is
worldly church ministry which
are paid a salary, possibly receiv-
ing a food allotment or parson-
age, and perhaps being given a
car. According to scripture this is
priestcraft and if a person fol-
lows such ministry and pays their
tithes to them that personis par-
taking of the sin of priestcraft.
Peter, Nephi and Titus all
preached against this (Titus 1:11;
1 Peter 5:2; 2 Nephi 11:106).

Another reason some mem-
bers may be wandering is that
they are taken by the theory re-
ferred to as the rapture. Thisisa
false doctrine. Jesus explains the
last days leading to the judge-
ment in the parable of the tares
(Matthew 13:24-30-42).

These are only two such be-
liefs a person can get into or ac-
cept when leaving the true gos-
pel. These people, friends or rel-
atives need to be warned. We
need to approach these loved
ones with care and compassion,
notinan accusatory manner, but
in a helpful mode to show them
how someone has misled them.

There are several things,
particularly stories or happen-
ings in the scriptures, that are



not required to be believed for
salvation. We need to focus on
God’s commandments and the
requirements for salvation, as
opposed to reported happen-
ings. We need to know the dif-
ference and teach the require-
ments.

before.

These little people repeat,
act out and imitate everything
you and | do and say. Be careful
that everything you do and say
reflects your Christian values. If
you swear, they will swear. If you
drink, they will drink. When

The thought that should precede every
other thought in our minds every day, all the
time, is the Gospel of Jesus Christ....

The last area of concern is
our children. Our children
are our most valuable as-
sets. We must be sure they are
raised with the Christian ideals
firmly planted in their little
heads. Sometimes | think our
children are smarter than we
are, and | know for a fact they are
smarter than we give them credit
for. They are just like little
sponges, and they soak up every-
thing they hear and see. They
observe everything we do and
say.

| have an embarrassing tes-
timony of this myself that | will
share as an example. Our family
was attending a party with a lot
of our friends and acquaintances
in attendance.

One of my youngest chil-
dren came up to me in the mid-
dle of the gathering, grabbed my
sleeve and asked me in a voice
loud enough for all to hear: “Dad,
is that lady over there, the one
you said had a funny face?” I was
embarrassed as | never had been

older, if they have seen you vio-
late traffic law, they will too. If
you cheat or lie, they will too.

If you have a bottle of wine
in your refrigerator, take your
child to that refrigerator, show
him or her the wine, and explain
the use of it. Make it clearitis for
sacrament only when the elders
comeoveranditisnottobeused
for any other purpose. | have
done this. This would also be a
good time to explain that Chris-
tians don’t use alcohol. As you
go about your worldly activities
of work and play, explain the
things of the world, the good and
the bad activities, and what to
not get mixed up in.

Do not take it for granted
that your children will learn from
other relatives, peers, or friends
at school or other places. That is
precisely the problem. They will!
And for the most part it will be
the bad things in this world.

| must give credit where
credit is due. There is one faith
that | can think of that typically
does not lose its youth like other

churches, including ours, and
that is the Jewish faith. Itis true
they have not accepted Jesus as
the Son of God, but one thing
they do is spoon feed their chil-
dren their faith from birth to the
Bar mitzvah, and very few Jews
stray because of this effort by
their parents. They live their
faith. We should do the same. If
we did, we would lose fewer
members. We have the truth.
We have Jesus. We should be
teaching this to our children
twenty-four-seven.

We need to instill in our kids
the difference between being in
the world and of the world (1
John 2: 15-16).

The thought that should
precede every other thought in
our minds every day, all the time,
is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
that all activities include keeping
God’s commandments. We
need to be more proactive in our
individual lives.

May God bless you in these
efforts. |
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T H I RED

IFNCAS STERUTE ST ON

Intelligent Design

Elder Glenn Gill, PhD

the chronology of creation
events as written by Moses
which showed a progression

I n my previous writing | cited

titled Faith of Their Fathers, Reli-
gious Conscience Meets Scien-
tific Mind cited the writing of
Thomas Jefferson who was not

“Believe that man doth not
comprehend all the things which the
Lord can comprehend” (Mosiah 2:15).

from the creation of light energy
tothe advent of life in water then
life on land and from the soil fol-
lowed by the creation of man. |
indicated that knowledge of this
self-supporting progression was
evidence of God’s handiwork—
an intelligent design. Use of this
term and this conclusion is not
new. Wray Herbert in his essay
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particularly religious. Jefferson
wrote a natural history of Virginia
in which he was impressed by the
sheer beauty of the landscape
and its complexity. He wrote that
the elegance of life on earth
could not have arisen by chance,
but required, “intelligent de-
sign.”

The book that launched the

IENCTEE L LN GRESNSIE S DEESSH G N
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naturalistic interpretation of
biology was written by Charles
Darwin and published in England
in 1859. It was titled On the Ori-
gin of Species By Natural Selec-
tion. It was an instant bestseller.
It influenced speakers and writ-
ers in many fields. It was partly
responsible for changesin science,
economics, politics and national
ideologies all over Europe.
Charles Darwin himself fol-
lowed hisfamous book on the or-
igin of species with another book
in which he said, nature requires
and presupposes an ‘intelligent
agent.” Evolution became the
most studied aspect of biological
science. This led to new discov-
eries in the 1950s to present



time that began to reveal the
chemistry of activities within
plant and animal cells. Now,
with the discovery of so much of
how plant and animal life sys-
tems function on the cellular
level, the complexity and timing
of the chemistry, and our knowl-
edge of DNA/RNA function and
protein synthesism, there is rea-
son to look more closely at how
life itself began. There is reason
to consider that the Biblical ac-
count of creation may be sup-
ported by new discoveries in sci-
ence.

Currently there are three
views regarding the relationship
of science and faith:

B They are fundamentally at odds.
Bl They are and should be separate
and distinct realms of concern.
M Science supports faith and the

possibility of intelligent design.

If item three is true, there
should be evidence in scientific
discovery supporting the theory
of intelligent design. There are at
least six areas of scientific study
that are possible sources of such
evidence. They are:

M Relativity and the big bang
theory.

W Anthropic Fine Tuning.

B DNA information and the
origin of life.

M Irreducibly complex
molecular machines and
cycles. The Cambrian
explosion.

B Human consciousness and
self-reflection.

Relativity = comes from
Albert Einstein’s formula
(E=MC2) mass times the speed
light of equals energy. Taken
simply, it means mass equals en-
ergy times the speed of light
squared. It basically means that
energy and mass are the same
thing. In Genesis, Moses wrote
that the earth was void. There
was no mass there. So, the first
thing God did was say, “Let there
be light.” And there was light.
Then there was also mass in the
form of the earth, and God could
begin the work of creating fea-
tures of the earth and inhabit-
ants to populate it. If there were
no relativity, the earth would not
exist.

Some Christians are of the
opinion that the “big bang the-
ory” could not be true. The evi-
dence is compelling. The fact
that the universe is expanding
does the creation story no harm;
what it does do is show that like
the earth, the whole universe
was void until provision was
made for there to be mass and
energy.

God made it all from noth-
ing!  The whole story backs up
the statement in Mosiah, chap-
ter 2, which challenges us to be-
lieve that God knows things we
can notknow. “Believe that man
doth not comprehend all the
things which the Lord can com-
prehend” (Mosiah 2:15).

There is fine tuning in the
universe and especially in the
features that affect our exis-
tence as beings on this planet.
Plants need CO2 to make glu-

cose, the energy source for living
cells. The process of making glu-
cose releases oxygen into the at-
mosphere. Animals need oxygen
to stay alive and give CO2 into
the atmosphere from their life
processes. In the atmosphere
these two components of the at-
mosphere have remained at the
same concentration over centu-
ries of time, a fine-tuned balance
of what living things need.

Gravity has also remained
unchanged. Our bodies are
made to stay upright on the
earth at just the right weight and
atmospheric pressure per our
mass. If there were even a small
change our body functions
would be adversely altered. That
is why astronauts’ bodies are
carefully monitored by medical
technicians and they wear space
suits.

The planets, planetoids,
comets, and the moons of the
planets move in precision, pre-
venting disastrous collisions. In
fact, the precisionis so exact that
in all of human history men have
been able to time their activities
by watching and keeping record
of the positions and apparent
movements of the moon and the
planets that have been visible to
them. When considered by
physicists these observations be-
come evidence for design.

Clifford Longly wrote, “The
[anthropic-design argument]
and what it points to is of such
an order of certainty that in
any other sphere of science, it
would be regarded as settled.
To insist otherwise is like
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insisting that Shakespeare was
not written by Shakespeare
because it might have been
written by a billion monkeys
sitting at a billion keyboards
typing for a billion years. So it
might. But the sight of
scientific atheists clutching at
such desperate straws has put
new spring in the step of
theists.”

Nicolas Capernicus, the
17th century astronomer who
first described our current un-
derstanding of the motion of the
planets around our sun wrote,
“the mechanisms of the uni-
verse, wrought for us by a su-
premely good and orderly Cre
ator ... the system best and most
orderly artist of all framed for our
sake.”

Deoxyribonucleic acid

(DNA) is the controlling chemical
factor in all cells. It is specific to
each individual living species. It
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was deciphered by Watson and
Crick, two famous biochemists,
inthe 1950s. They worked out its
structure and helped explain
how DNA can replicate itself. If
DNA molecules could not repli-
cate (make new copies of them-
selves) there would be no way to
replace dying or damaged living
cells or to reproduce plants or
animals “after their kind”.

DNA also provides a way to
manufacture proteins. Proteins
are food and the building blocks
of body structure and organs in
the body. We know now how
they do what they do, but how it
all started remains a mystery, ex-
cept to say it is part of God’s in-
telligent design. Lee Strobel
called DNA “..he information
storehouse for a finely tuned
manufacturing process in which
the right amino acids are linked
together with the right bonds, in
the right sequence to produce

the right kind of proteins that
fold in the right way to build bio-
logical systems.”

In living cells there is con-
stant molecular activity. Thisisa
major part of being alive, and of
reproduction of new genera-
tions within each species. This
includes single celled organisms
(bacteria, protozoa, algae, etc.)
as well as plants and animals.
Much of this action is carried out
by molecular machines (special-
ized molecules capable of mov-
ing needed elements and other
molecules from where they orig-
inate to where they are useful in
the cell). These molecular ma-
chines have been made from
complex patterns dictated by
DNA. If they are not perfectly
constructed, they cannot do the
work that needs to be done in
the living cell. And reduction in
their complexity would make
them useless. Thus, they are
called, “irreducible complex ma-
chines”. They take part in pro-
tein synthesis, cell reproduction
and other activities in individual
ceils of all living organisms.

Irreducibly complex ma-
chines could not have originated
through natural selection.
Charles Darwin wrote it himself
in his famous book On the Origin
or Species By Natural Selection
published in 1659. “If it could be
demonstrated that any complex
organ existed, which could not
possibly have been formed by
numerous, successive, slight
modifications, my theory would
absolutely break down.”

Charles Darwin could not



have known the things we now
know about molecular ma-
chines. Now we know that an ir-
reducible molecular machine
could not be “formed by numer-
ous slight modifications.” Thatis
because the intermediate steps
of construction would be re-
jected as useless by natural se-
lection. Irreducibly complex ma-
chines are a prime example of in-
telligent design. Charles Darwin
was a serious research natural-
ist. If he were with us today to
see what modern biochemistry
has revealed, | am sure he would
be on the side of intelligent de-
sign.

The geological time frame
known as the Cambrian Period
preceded the time in which
many of the plants and animals
that are familiar to us are said to

have made their appearance. It
was, according to geologists and
paleontologists, a time of fossil-
ization of thousands of species of
plants and animals. Those spe-
cies represent a huge jump in
complexity of life forms and the
appearance of 20-35 completely
novel body parts with no transi-
tional species identified (many
missing links). According to sci-
entists investigating intelligent
design, this appearance of vast
amounts of new DNA informa-
tionin one geological period sug-
gests the application of intelli-
gence.

Another very convincing ev-
idence of intelligent design is the
human capacity for self-reflec-
tion, creativity, and artistic tal-
ents. No other animal shows

social morality and knowledge of

good and evil. Only God’s human
creation has written language
and a recorded history. These
things cannot be explained as
mere physical interaction of
physical matter in the brain. All
these things are part of the intel-
ligence given to us by a higherin-
telligence.

Moses wrote, “So, God cre-
ated man in his own image, in
the image of God created he
him; male and female cre-
ated he them. And God
blessed them, and God said
unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and
have dominion...over every
living thing..” Genesis
1:27-28. Also see Genesis
3:1-7. [ |



Vv

Established in One

David Seibel

he prophetic message of 1
Nephi 3:155-196 reveals
some rather interesting as-
pects concerning the two wit-
nesses of God’s truths. Herein is
presented a brief perception of
what this author believes that
this passage of Nephi reveals to

us.

1 Nephi 3:155 And I, Nephi, beheld
that the Gentiles that had gone out of
captivity were delivered by the power of
God out of the hands of all other na-
tions.

156 And it came to pass that |,
Nephi, beheld that they did prosper in
the land;

157 And | beheld a book, and it was
carried forth among them.

158 And the angel said unto me,
Knowest thou the meaning of the book?

159 Andlsaid unto him, | know not.

160 And he said, Behold, it
proceedeth out of the mouth of a Jew;
and |, Nephi, beheld it;
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161 And he said unto me, The book
that thou beholdest is a record of the
Jews, which contains the covenants of
the Lord which he hath made unto the
house of Israel;

162 And it also containeth many of
the prophecies of the holy prophets;

163 And it is a record like unto the
engravings which are upon the plates of
brass, save there are not so many; nev-
ertheless, they contain the covenants of
the Lord which he hath made unto the
house of Israel;

164 Wherefore, they are of great
worth unto the Gentiles.

165 And the angel of the Lord said
unto me, Thou hast beheld that the
book proceeded forth from the mouth
of a Jew; and when it proceeded forth
from the mouth of a Jew it contained
the plainness of the gospel of the Lord,
of whom the twelve apostles bear re-
cord; and they bear record according to
the truth which is in the Lamb of God:

166 Wherefore, these things go
forth from the Jews in purity unto the
Gentiles, according to the truth which is
in God:

167 And after they go forth by the
hand of the twelve apostles of the
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Lamb, from the Jews unto the Gentiles,
thou seest the foundation of a great and
abominable church, which is most
abominable above all other churches;

168 For behold, they have taken
away from the gospel of the Lamb many
parts which are plain and most pre-
cious;

169 And also many covenants of the
Lord have they taken away;

170 And all this have they done that
they might pervert the right ways of the
Lord; that they might blind the eyes and
harden the hearts of the children of
men:

171 Wherefore, thou seest that af-
ter the book hath gone forth through
the hands of the great and abominable
church that there are many plain and
precious things taken away from the
book, which is the book of the Lamb of
God;

172 And after these plain and pre-
cious things were taken away, it goeth
forth unto all the nations of the Gen-
tiles:

173 And after it goeth forth unto all
the nations of the Gentiles, yea, even
across the many waters which thou hast
seen, with the Gentiles which have gone



forth out of captivity;

174 Thou seest because of the many
plain and precious things which have
been taken out of the book, which were
plain unto the understanding of the chil-
dren of men, according to the plainness
which is in the Lamb of God;

175 Because of these things which
are taken away out of the gospel of the
Lamb, an exceeding great many do
stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath
great power over them;

176 Nevertheless thou beholdest
that the Gentiles who have gone forth
out of captivity, and have been lifted up
by the power of God above all other na-
tions upon the face of the land, which is
choice above all other lands,

177 Which is the land that the Lord
God hath covenanted with thy father
that his seed should have for the land of
their inheritance, will not utterly de-
stroy the mixture of thy seed, which are
among thy brethren;

178 Neither will he suffer that the
Gentiles shall destroy the seed of thy
brethren;

179 Neither will the Lord God suffer
that the Gentiles shall for ever remainin
that awful state of blindness, which
thou beholdest they are in because of
the plain and most precious parts of the
gospel of the Lamb which have been
kept back by that abominable church,
whose formation thou hast seen.

180 Wherefore, saith the Lamb of
God, | will be merciful unto the Gentiles,
unto the visiting of the remnant of the
house of Israel in great judgment.

181 And it came to pass that the an-
gel of the Lord spake unto me, saying,
Behold, saith the Lamb of God, after |
have visited the remnant of the house of
Israel, and this remnant of whom |
speak is the seed of thy father;

182 Wherefore, after | have visited
them in judgment, and smitten them by
the hand of the Gentiles;

183 And after the Gentiles do stum-
ble exceedingly because of the most
plain and precious parts of the gospel of
the Lamb which has been kept back, by
that abominable church, which is the
mother of harlots, saith the Lamb, | will
be merciful unto the Gentiles in that
day, insomuch that | will bring forth
unto them in mine own power, much of
my gospel, which shall be plain and pre-
cious, saith the Lamb;

184 For behold, saith the Lamb, |
will manifest myself unto thy seed, that
they shall write many things which |
shall minister unto them, which shall be

plain and precious;

185 And after thy seed shall be de-
stroyed and dwindle in unbelief, and
also the seed of thy brethren; behold,
these things shall be hid up, to come
forth unto the Gentiles by the gift and
power of the Lamb;

186 Andinthem shall be written my
gospel, saith the Lamb, and my rock and
my salvation;

187 And blessed are they who shall
seek to bring forth my Zion at that day,
for they shall have the gift and the
power of the Holy Ghost;

188 And if they endure unto the
end, they shall be lifted up at the last
day, and shall be saved in the everlasting
kingdom of the Lamb;

189 And whoso shall publish peace,
yea, tidings of great joy, how beautiful
upon the mountains shall they be.

190 And it came to pass that | be-
held the remnant of the seed of my
brethren, and also the book of the Lamb
of God, which had proceeded forth from
the mouth of the Jew, that it came forth
from the Gentiles, unto the remnant of
the seed of my brethren;

191 And after it had come forth
unto them, | beheld other books which
came forth by the power of the Lamb,
from the Gentiles unto them, unto the
convincing of the Gentiles, and the rem-
nant of the seed of my brethren, and
also the Jews, who were scattered upon
all the face of the earth, that the records
of the prophets and of the twelve apos-
tles of the Lamb are true.

192 And the angel spake unto me,
saying, These last records which thou
hast seen among the Gentiles shall es-
tablish the truth of the first, which are of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and
shall make known the plain and pre-
cious things which have been taken
away from them;

193 And shall make known to all
kindreds, tongues and people, that the
Lamb of God is the son of the Eternal Fa-
ther, and the Savior of the world; and
that all men must come unto him or
they can not be saved;

194 And they must come according
to the words which shall be established
by the mouth of the Lamb;

195 Andthe words of the Lamb shall
be made known in the records of thy
seed, as well as in the records of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb;

196 Wherefore, they both shall be
established in one;

Verse 155 speaks primarily
of the migrations of the An-
glo-Saxon puritans (Ephraimitic
tribe) from Britain, who were
prompted by a desire for reli-
gious freedom; this followed the
discovery of the western hemi-
sphere by Christopher Colum-
bus. They carried with them a
book; at first, this was probably
the Geneva Bible, eventually su-
perseded by the King James Ver-
sion (v. 157). This identification
of the bookis verified by an angel
who tells Nephi that it is a “re-
cord of the Jews”; an important
aspect is that it also “contains
the covenants of the Lord which
he hath made unto the house of
Israel”(v. 161).

Another important aspect
of the book is revealed. “It also
containeth many of the prophe-
cies of the holy prophets” (verse
162). Of particular significance is
that many of its prophecies spe-
cifically pointtothe coming forth
of the Book of Mormon and to
the specific year that the church,
which was founded by Jesus,
would be restored to the earth.
Perhaps verse 162 is worded
“many” instead of “all” because
the Bible does not contain all
prophecies; there are other
prophecies, not in the Bible, that
are made by prophets that ap-
pear in the plates of brass; and,
there are further prophecies
within the Book of Mormon.

| believe that these proph-
ets of the brass plates are not
mentioned in the Old Testament
because the plates of brass were
a product of the tribe of
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Manasseh to which Laban, the
keeper of that record, belonged;
he was the Laban from whom
Nephi acquired those plates. |
also believe that these prophets
of the brass plates, named within
the Book of Mormon (Zenock,
Zenos, Neum, and Ezaias), were
probably also of the tribe of
Manasseh. Italsoseemsthatthe
manuscript of the Old Testament
was a separate record kept and
maintained by the tribe of Judah.
| perceive that God’s purpose for
preparing the plates of brass by
the tribe of Manasseh, separate
fromthat in the keeping of the of
the tribe of Judah, was for the
sole purpose to have them avail-
able for Lehi to take with him on
his migration to the western
hemisphere.

It is stated in verse 163 that
this King James Bible “contain(s)
the covenants of the Lord which
He hath made unto the house of
Israel.” By the end of this article,
it will become apparent why this
author perceives this to be an
important item of information.

Two further important fac-
tors of this passage are revealed.
When this book “proceeded
forth from the mouth of the Jew
it contained the fullness of the
gospel of the Lord” (v. 165). And
“these things go forth in purity
unto Gentiles” (v. 166). | believe
that the Textus Receptus went
forth in purity to the Gentiles at
the time that the first church
with Gentile membership was
formedin Antioch under the aus-
pices of Paul during the first cen-
tury. “In purity” means that
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there was no loss in the cove-
nants of the Lord nor in the plain
and precious things of the gos-
pel. God also provided a means
whereby His truths should be
preserved through the ages and
to become available in purity for
the King James Bible; i.e., He as-
sured that the source manu-
scripts for the KJV were kept out
of the hands of the great and
abominable church. The ending
verses of this passage of Nephi
give assurance that this was
God’s plan.

The formation of the great
and abominable church oc-
curred after the book went forth
from the apostles to the Gentiles
(v.167). | believe that full-blown
apostasy of the church founded
by Jesus did not happen until the
appearance of Emperor Con-
stantine, in which he made him-
self to be the effective head of
the church, superior to the eccle-
siasts, concurrent with his mak-
ing Christianity to be the religion
of the Roman Empire early in the
fourth century; this occurred in
313 A.D. Although the formation
of the great and abominable
church was underway, it did not
reach fruition until A.D. 570
when the Lombards brought an
end to the western part of the
Roman Empire and the pope be-
gan to raise his head, eventually
to achieve enormous ecclesiasti-
cal and civil power over all the
kingdoms of Europe.

This great and abominable
church is prophesied by Nephi to
“have taken away from the gos-
pel of the lamb many parts which

are plain and precious” (v. 168)
and “many covenants of the Lord
have they taken away” (v. 169).

| maintain that the King
James Version has seen no loss of
the plain and precious parts of
the gospel of the Lamb, nor hasiit
seen any loss of the covenants of
the Lord. By the end of this arti-
cle it shall become clear why |
maintain this to be true. Further-
more, | have conducted a study
of many of the covenants of the
Lord that He made with Israel
which appear in the Old Testa-
ment and show how some six-
teen modern renditions of the
Bible have significantly altered
them to effectively have “taken
them away.” That study is much
too long to include here. If any
desire a copy of it, please contact
the author of this article.

The book that came from
the Jews passed through the
hands of the great and abomina-
ble church (v. 171). The means
by which this happenedis reveal-

ing.

Jerome, circa 400 A.D. was
1 commissioned by the Pope

Damasus | to translatethe
scriptures into Latin; his transla-
tion became the Latin Vulgate
which is the official scripture of
the Catholic Church. Its New Tes-
tament was translated from a
corrupted Alexandrian version of
the Textus Receptus which had
previously been provided in pu-
rity to the Gentiles at Antioch.
God assured that the purity of
the Textus Receptus survived
down through the ages to be-



come the source manuscript for
the New Testament of the
Geneva Bible and the later King
James Bible; the sacred
Masoretic text of the Jews be-
came the source manuscript for
the Old Testament of both these
Bibles.

The Protestants, the
2 daughter churches of the

great and abominable
church, have revised and prolif-
erated many different modern
versions of the Bible, the first of
which was the Revised Standard
Version of 1881; all of these revi-
sions use as a source manuscript
the corrupted Codex Sinaiticus
which had been found in 1844 by
Constantin Von Tischendorf in
Saint Catherine’s Monastery in
the Sinai. All these modern ver-
sions change the gospel of Jesus
with a loss of plain and precious
things; they also alter the cove-
nants of the Lord to the extent
that their meaning as intended
by God cannot be discerned; ef-
fectively, they “have taken them
away.”

These many corrupted ver-
sions have gone forth to all na-
tions of the Gentiles (vv. 172,
173), which has been the cause
of stumbling by many (vv. 174,
175).

The Gentiles have not com-
pletely destroyed the seed of
Lehi, although the Indians suf-
fered greatly by them (v. 178).

Afterthe Lord visits the rem-
nant of Lehi’s seed, by using the
Gentiles to smite them in judg-

ment, and after the Gentiles
stumble, because of the loss of
the plain and precious things (vv.
182, 183), God will be merciful
unto the Gentiles (v. 183). This
mercy, to be extended by God to
the Gentiles, originates with the
coming forth of the Book of Mor-
mon (vv. 184-186), and includes
the preaching of His ministry
during the latter days (wv.
187-189). Accordingly, this is
speaking of our day and the full
fruition of God’s mercy to the
Gentiles is yet to happen.

The Bible went forth
amongst the Indians followed by
the Book of Mormon (vv. 190,
191). “Other books” mayreferto
the Book of Mormon as a book of
books; or, more probably, it may
refer to not only the Book of
Mormon but future books yet to
come forth which have been
written by other Israelites that
God led away of the ten tribes;
perhaps this occurred in which
the time of the Assyrians con-
quered the north kingdom, circa
721 B.C.

A purpose of the Book of
Mormon is to “establish the
truth” of the King James Bible (v.
192). Itisimportant to note here
that if the plain and precious
things of the gospel had been
taken away from the King James
Bible, it seems that this stated
purpose of the Book of Mormon
could not have been realized, for
its truths would be lacking. Ac-
cordingly, it seems that the plain
and precious things that are in
the Book of Mormon shall con-
firm, i.e., “shall make known”

the very same “plain and pre-
cious things” which are in the
King James Bible, but which have
suffered loss by having been
“taken away” in all modern bi-
bles (v. 192).

Veryimportantisthat which
issaidinverse 195: “the words of
the Lamb shall be made knownin
the records of thy seed, as well
as in the records of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.” This itali-
cized statement assures us that
the “many parts which are plain
and most precious of the gospel
of the Lamb” (v. 168) have not
been taken away from the King
James Bible; accordingly, the KJV
contains “the fullness of the gos-
pel of the Lord” as was stated
previously (v. 165).

That there has been no loss
of God-given truths from the KJV
is reiterated and fully confirmed
in verse 196 by the statement
“Wherefore, they both shall be
established in one.” It seems
that the Book of Mormon can be
“established in one” only with a
Bible that teaches the very same
truths as it does; accordingly, it
cannot be one with any of the
modern versions of the Bible.

Of all the bibles extant, only
the King James Version teaches
the very same gospel truths of
the Book of Mormon and have
unaltered covenants which the
Lord made with the Israelites.
Accordingly, the King James Ver-
sion is the only Bible that can be
made one with the Book of Mor-
mon. |
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ince it’s a new year we are

trying something new. We

decided, as members, that
anyone can contribute something
for the Advocate. Our sister Mari-
lyn Smith presented her take on
the start of the new year.

On December 31st of 2023
we gathered at the Warrensburg
Local for fellowship and learning.
Sunday School was spent study-
ing and discussing Hebrews,
chapter 4. Brother Donald Gill,
our pastor, was also our speaker
at the 11 o’clock hour. He used
several scriptures from the Bible
and Book of Mormon, but his tes-
timony he shared about a student
of his was, | think, the nutshell of
the whole sermon, as well as di-
rections for each of us as we enter
this new year. Instead of com-
plaining about what we can’t do
or shouldn’t do, we need to begin
each day asking God what we
could do for Him today. So, as we
each begin a new day in this new
year may we each sow good seeds
for the Lord that they may grow
so that the Lord’s Harvest may be
Great! May each of you have a
very blessed New Year.

From Marilyn Smith

he illustration of his stu-
dent that Marilyn referred
tois: In Donald’s choir class

he would have them stand, feet

apart, standing straight, and
ready to sing. Well, one time this
student was slouching and chew-
ing gum. All the students knew
when he would have them stand
to sing that they had to have
proper posture to sing without
him telling them. So, when he
saw this student slouching and
chewing gum, he had to stop ev-
eryone and go through the cor-
rect singing posture. What he
was telling us was we need to take
stock of our spiritual posture,
straighten ourselves, and get
right with our Lord so we will be
ready to embrace the new year as
a better and improved spiritually
person and be ready to be the
light to shine for God to others
around us. To sing a beautiful
song by having the correct pos-
ture to sing our best. To do our
best for the Lord.

OnJanuary 22,2024, we had
a guest speaker: Brother Trevor
Wratt. Trevor read in Alma 3:27
and on where Alma asks lots of
thought-provoking questions,
making us really think about our
spiritual walk with our God. He
also talked about the sandy
ground and building our spiritual
house on the rock, the rock being
the gospel of Our Lord.

We had 22 people present at
our potluck meal. We normally
have between 20 to 25 in atten-
dance at our church services. Not

&
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alarge group, but we all enjoy the
Spirit of the Lord that is in atten-
dance with us every Sunday and
Wednesday services.

If anyone wants to come
visit us, our Sunday School Ser-
vice startsat 10:00a.m. where we
normally have a lively discussion
over the verses we read. We are
now reading in Hebrews. Then at
11 A.M. we have what Donald Gill
calls our Remembrance Service
on the 1st Sunday of the month.
Donald said he wanted to change
the name from Sacrament to Re-
membrance as we are remem-
bering the sacrifice that Jesus
Christ did for us and our personal
baptism and commitment we
made when we were baptized.
The rest of the month we have
sermons at the 11 o’clock hour.
Then, on the 3rd Sunday of each
month, we have a guest speaker
and a potluck dinner and fellow-
ship time.

Presented by Bonnie E Case
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The New Year

ears are but the measurement of time,
Yand pertain to humanity and mortality.

Eternity is with God, the eterhal, and
those who are with him, and is a condition
that awaits us all after we have done with
time.

Time, and the power to use it=life—is
the gift of God. Years are made upof days.
We have but one day at a time, and@nly one
day of a kind. There are never two day
exactly the same. The day that has passed
never comes to us again. As “The mill cannot
grind with the water that has passed,” so we
cannot occupy the days that are goiae.

Our lives are made up of days;and the
success of our lives depends upon the use we
make of each day as it is given to Us. A day
wasted—unoccupied—is a day lostforever.
We may improve the coming dayspbut can
never reclaim the loss of days squan@ered in
idleness.

As time is the gift of God, so God will
hold us responsible forthe use we make of it.

The passing of the Old Year, and the
coming of the New, should cause every one
to give thanks tadGod, and resolve to make
proper use of the time and opportunities af-
forded us in the New Year. There is so much
to be learned, and so much to be done, that
thereis no time to waste. We will never bein
a place or condition where we can find noth-
ing to do. Opportunities for work study,
meditation and praise await us everwhere.

Thanks be to God for the coming of A.D.
1926, and may he help us to use it in such a
way that when it shall have passed we shall
have but little to regret.

— H. E. Moler
Zion’s Advocate, January 1926
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